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"When the sounds of the horns die

down after the new football World

o CUp champion has been determined,

consider watching the other World

= Cup~<tie World Cup of goli—when
it shows off the talents of great
players from all over the globe

 again next year.
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Words By Bruce Charlten — President & Chief Design 0f#Eer, Robert Trent Jones Il Galf Course Architects

As | write this column, teams from five different continents are still in contention for the 2010 football World Cup
in South Africa. FIFA, the international association that governs the sport, estimates that cumulative viewership
of all the games will be approximately 26 billion. Yes, | said ‘billion.” That's a lot of vuvuzelas!
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SPECIAL FOCUS REPORT
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I'm alzo proud to tell you that eight Robert Trent jones Il courses have
served as host venues for the avant—includng six i Asix: Pondok In,
n Indonesia; Pine Lake, in [apan; The Minas, in Malay:
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n Taiwan (host of the womel

“Over the years it's been won by such well-known

champions as Ben Hogan, Peter Thompson, Seve
R4 Ballesteros, and [an Woosnam. Victorious nations
have included Sweden, South Africa, Japan, Germany,
Scotland, Italy, the US, and others. "
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Like football, golf is also an international language. Many times I've been
paired with players who didn't speak the same language as me, but they
abways knew encugh to sy “great birdie” or “nice putt”. Or,in some
cses-given my tendency to hit the cccasional stray shot-"08" Much
lice foceball fans worldwide understand the passion and excitement
generated by the word “GOOOOAAAALLLLIM"

In addition, the ideals shared by these sports are the same: bring the
diverse peoples of the world together through friendly competition.
During the World Cup of foothall, mutual respect i represented by
players on the field giving each other 2 hand up, and in the stands by
fans froen an eliminated team adopung a team sull in competition to
root for. In golf, consider the concaded putt, or the way a plyer might
help an opponent lock for his lost ball

I'm guessing that most readers of this column are more Meely to play
#olf than footbal, so the game presents not only the opportunity to
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Matn| respect is represented by players
and fany daring the World Cup.
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watch your favorite players and countries, but o participate yourself.
Golf brings vaned people together on a more human, personal scale and
gives thern 2 chance to spend four bours in the company of strangers
who often become-at least for the dme period of the game-friends.
Perhaps more than any sport on the phinet golf creates camaraderie
even among competitors (and nearly anyone can compete), and as
such is very important on the mternational scene. This pure, simple
game crosses cultural, political, and socio-economic boundaries and
even actual borders, and engenders opportunities for people-not just
professional athletes-of very different backgrounds to come together.
It's a holistic and virnuous activity that members of all cuftures can
understand and enjoy,

When the sounds of the horns die down after the new futball World
Cup champion has been determined, consider watching the other
World Cup-the World Cup of golf~when it shows off the talents of
great players from all over the globe again next year
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